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FACILITY USE POLICY 

 
Purpose Statement 
 
The church’s facilities were provided through God’s benevolence and by the sacrificial generosity of donors. 
The church desires that its facilities be used for the fellowship of the Body of Christ and to bring God glory. 
Although the facilities are not generally open to the public, we make our facilities available to approved non-
members as a witness to our faith, in a spirit of Christian charity, and as a means of demonstrating the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ in practice. 
 
But facility use will not be permitted to persons or groups holding, advancing, or advocating beliefs or practices 
that conflict with the church’s faith or moral teachings, which are summarized in, among other places, the 
church’s statement of faith, constitution and bylaws. Nor may church facilities be used for activities that 
contradict, or are deemed inconsistent with, the church’s faith or moral teachings. The pastor, or his official 
designee, is the final decision-maker concerning use of church facilities. 
 
This restricted facility use policy is necessary for two important reasons. First, the church may not in good 
conscience materially cooperate in activities or beliefs that are contrary to its faith. Allowing its facilities to be 
used for purposes that contradict the church’s beliefs would be material cooperation with that activity, and 
would be a grave violation of the church’s faith and religious practice. (2 Cor 6:14; 1 Thess 5:22.) 
 
Second, it is very important that the church present a consistent message to the community, and that the church 
staff and members conscientiously maintain that message as part of their witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Allowing facilities to be used by groups or persons who express beliefs or engage in practices contrary to the 
church’s faith would have a severe, negative impact on the message that the church strives to promote. It could 
also cause confusion and scandal to church members and the community because they may reasonably perceive 
that by allowing use of our facilities, the church agrees with the beliefs or practices of the persons or groups 
using its facilities. 
 
Therefore, in no event shall persons or groups who hold, advance, or advocate beliefs, or advance, advocate, or 
engage in practices that contradict the church’s faith use any church facility. Nor may church facilities be used 
in any way that contradicts the church’s faith. This policy applies to all church facilities, regardless of whether 
the facilities are connected to the church’s sanctuary, because the church sees all of its property as holy and set 
apart to worship God. (Col. 3:17.) 
 
Approved Users and Priority of Use 
 
The pastor or official designee must approve all uses of church facilities. Generally, priority shall be given to 
church members, their immediate families, and organized groups that are part of the ministry, organization, or 
sponsored activities of the church. Church facilities and equipment will be made available to non-members or 
outside groups meeting the following qualifications: 
 

1. Groups or persons requesting facility use must affirm that their beliefs and practices and planned uses of 



 2 

the facilities are consistent with the church’s faith and practice. 
2. The group or person seeking facility use must submit a signed “Church Facility Reservation Request and 

Agreement” form. 
3. The group or person seeking facility use must be willing to take responsibility for the facilities and 

equipment used and must agree to abide by the church’s rules of conduct for facility use, as stated below 
and as described in any additional instructions by church staff. 

 
Facility Use Hours 
 
Facilities are available between the hours of 8:00a.m. and 10:00p.m. Use outside these hours may be approved 
by the pastor or official designee. 
 
Scheduling Events 
 
Facility use requests shall be made to the events coordinator by submitting the “Church Facility Reservation 
Request and Agreement” form. The event will be reserved and placed on the church calendar only when the 
pastor or official designee approves the use. 
 
Fees 
 
Use of church facilities is subject to a use and maintenance fee to pay for the upkeep of church facilities. 
Church members are not required to pay a fee for usage because maintenance of the facilities are derived from 
member tithes and offerings.  
 
Facility Use Guidelines  
 

1. Alcohol Policy: No alcohol may be served in church facilities.  
2. Smoking Policy: Smoking in any indoor church facilities is prohibited. 
3. Groups are restricted to only those areas of the facility that the group has reserved. 
4. Food and beverages in the worship space are not allowed. Beverages in the classroom are not allowed 

without a lid. 
5. Church equipment, such as tables and chairs, must be returned to original placement, unless arranged 

otherwise prior to the event. 
6. All lights must be turned off and doors locked upon departure. 
7. Clean-up is the responsibility of the group using the facility. Satisfactory clean-up includes vacuuming, 

disposal of trash and cleaning of any dishes used. The church may charge an additional fee if the clean-
up is not satisfactory. 

8. Abusive or foul language, violent behavior, and drug or alcohol abuse are strictly prohibited on church 
premises. Any person exhibiting such behavior will be required to leave the premises. 

9. Any person or group must sign the “Church Facility Reservation Request and Agreement” form prior to 
reservation of church facilities. 

 
Statement on the Sanctity of Human Life 
 
We believe that all human life is sacred and created by God in his image. Human life is of inestimable worth in 
all dimensions, including pre-born babies, the aged, the physically or mentally challenged, and every other stage 
or condition from conception through natural death. We are therefore called to defend, protect, and value all 
human life. (Ps. 139). 
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Statement on Marriage, Gender, and Sexuality 
 
We support the freedom of all people to express their own unique feelings and identity under US law and we 
believe that God wonderfully and immutably creates each person as male or female. These 
two distinct, complementary genders together reflect the image and nature of God. (Gen. 1:26-27.) 
For this reason, we hold the belief that rejection of one’s biological sex is a rejection of the image of God within 
that person. 
 
We support the ability for all people to openly express themselves and live out their values and beliefs and we 
recognize and respect the laws of the United States of America. Given this freedom, we 
believe that the term “marriage” has only one meaning: the uniting of one man and one woman in 
a single, exclusive union, as delineated in Scripture. (Gen. 2:18-25.)  
 
We believe that God intends sexual intimacy to occur only between a man and a woman who are married to 
each other. (1 Cor 6:18; 7:2-5; Heb. 13:4.)  
We believe that God has commanded that no intimate sexual activity be engaged in outside of a marriage 
between a man and a woman. 
 
We believe that any form of sexual immorality (including adultery, fornication, homosexual behavior, 
bisexual conduct, bestiality, incest, and use of pornography) is sinful and offensive to God. (Matt 15:18-20; 1 
Cor 6:9-10.) 
 
We believe that God offers redemption and restoration to all who confess and forsake their sin, seeking His 
mercy and forgiveness through Jesus Christ. (Acts 3:19-21; Rom. 10:9-10; 1 Cor 6:9-11.) 
 
We believe that every person must be afforded compassion, love, kindness, respect, and dignity. (Mark 12:28-
31; Luke 6:31.) Hateful and harassing behavior or attitudes directed toward any individual are to be repudiated 
and are not in accord with Scripture nor the doctrines of Veritas Chapel, Veritas Academy and all Veritas 
related ministries. 
 
Statement on Final Authority for Matters of Belief and Conduct 
 
We believe that this statement of faith does not exhaust the extent of our beliefs. The Bible itself, as the inspired 
and infallible Word of God that speaks with final authority concerning truth, morality, and the proper conduct 
of mankind, is the sole and final source of all that we believe. For purposes of Veritas Chapel, Veritas Academy 
and all Veritas related ministries’ faith, doctrine, practice, policy, and discipline, our leadership and executive 
committee/board of directors is the final interpretive authority on the Bible’s meaning and application. 
 


